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diatc and direct way, to create miracles \\5thout
interfering-with their operation at all. For this
purpose it is not necessary that God should sus-
pend any one of them for a moment. A law of
nature may simultaneously act, and be acted upon
even by ourselves in a small way. Does any one
suppose that the law of gravity, for example, is
suspended when he sees a huge stone ascending
mid-air, to its destined place at the top of iijofty
building? No, because he sees the mechanical
contrivance at work by which that law is coun-
teracted, while acting all the time \vith its full
force upon the ascending stone. Did a In slander,
ignorant of this contrivance, and not seeing its
connection with the stone, behold the ascent, he
would exclaim, A miracle ! and to him profoundly
ignorant of mechanics, and seeing nothing but
the stone, it would be a miracle. Will any one,
then, pretend to believe that what man can do on
a small scale with visible means of counteraction,
God cannot do on a large scale without the
means of counteraction being made visible to his
creatures? Surely not, if he have a mind bigger
than that of a beetle. Every wonder is not a mir-
acle, though every miracle is a wonder; and con-
sists in the power of God counteracting the laws
of nature for a special purpose. Hence the differ-
ence between the false and the true in this matter.
Now when we consider the moral end of miracles,
I think they must be viewed as the most appro-
priate evidence God could give in order to beget
confidence in any new truth or truths necessary
to be known for human welfare*